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Wendlebury Parish Council 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 25th July 2024 at 7.00 pm in Wendlebury Village 
Hall 
 
Present:  Cllrs: Doug Blake (Chairman), Adrian Redford (Vice-Chair), David Ford,  
  
In attendance:  Sarah Kearney (Parish Clerk), Cllr Gemma Cotton – left at 7.45pm 
 
Residents:  4 
   
Apologies:  Cllr James Daulton  
 
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence – receive apologies (Clerk) 

The Council received and accepted apologies from Cllr James Daulton and District Councillor Gemma Coton 

 

2. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts, and hospitality - 
to receive any requests for Dispensations or declarations of Interest from Councillors relating to items on 
the agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct 

 Nothing was declared. 

 
3. Public Participation – to receive questions from members of the public relating to items on the agenda, 

in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders 
 3 Residents – There are some concerns about the Siemens development. Sometimes when people want to 

return a taxi, they have been told that the taxi service is too busy with school runs. Additionally, there is an 
issue with the bus service to Oxford, as sometimes the drivers aren't stopping at the bus stop. Lastly, there is 
concern about the noise that will affect four houses close to the A41 due to the increased number of cars on 
this road. The Chair stated that the Parish Council has another meeting with Tritax in August and will bring 
up these issues. They also plan to talk to Stagecoach about the bus stops on the A41 and speak to Winvic 
about the taxi service. 
1 Residents – Reference Planning application 24/0143/F, Mr Miller attended the meeting to explain the 
details of the application and his plans at the site. 
The current high earth bank stretches from just north of the gated entrance up to and beyond the new 
building which will as part of the plans be planted with weeping willow trees as per the existing one, which 
will as they mature screen the new buildings. 
As well as improving the aesthetic of the site it will add to the security of the site by preventing it from being 
overlooked by passersby from the Wendlebury/Bicester Road.  This will make the area more attractive to 
the residents of Wendlebury.  The existing grassed paddocks going north from the entrance gate to the top 
of the site will stay as they are now and probably be used as grazing for animals  

 
4. To Confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30th May 2024, previously 

circulated 
The Council unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting. 

 
5.  Reports from District and County Councillors – update  

 Since the Elections, there isn’t much to report 
 Chair and Vice-Chair 

David Hingley – Chair of Cherwell District Council 
 Lesley McLean – Vice-Chair of Cherwell District Council 
 Cherwell District Council Finances – these are being looked 
 Local Plan – will be looked at again for more details on infrastructure 
 New Constituency – Wendlebury now comes under Bicester and Woodstock 
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6. Update on progress from the Minutes – The Clerk/Chairman will report on the progress 
of outstanding items which do not require a further decision. 
Clerk reported: 
6.1 Reply from CDC Enforcement - regarding TPO on Trees at Orchard House, Wendlebury 
 Received an email from the CDC enforcement team informing us that investigations had taken place 

and they found that none of the trees cut down were under TPOs. 

 
6.2 New Website / Email Address – nearly completed 
 Clerk reported: The email system is now running smoothly and quite similar to Outlook. The website 

appearance is satisfactory, but there are some issues with the layout that need to be addressed. We 
still need to transfer all the old data to the new system. The clerk has asked the councillors if they 
would be willing to cover the cost of the extra hours required to complete this work. 

 The Council unanimously RESOLVED agreed to the extra hours which is required to make sure the 
website is correct. 

6.3 Priority funding from OCC - received Playground funding 
 The council wanted it minuted, expressing their gratitude to Cllr Ian Corkin for the £1,000 priority 

funding allocated to the Wendlebury Village Hall Committee for playground equipment repairs. 
 

7. Governance 
7.1  Change of meeting date in September – to acknowledge that the meeting date has been changed 

from 26th September to 5th September 2024 
 The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the change of meeting date in September. 
7.2  Resignation of Phil Bowles – to acknowledge that Phil Bowles has decided to resign from 

Wendlebury Parish Council 
 The councillors requested that they’re thanks to Cllr Phil Bowles for his service to Wendlebury Parish 

Council be minuted, and they wished him all the best for the future. 
  

8.  Finance 
 8.1  Financial Report – Clerk Reported: 
  Current Account -  £   5,736.86 

  Deposit Account -  £16,683.65 

  Total =    £22,420.51 
  

July payments: £6,481.74 
   
  Income Received: 

Priority Funding for Playground equipment £1,000.00 

Allotment Fee £20.00 

Total £1,020.00 

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the financial report 

 8.2 Reconciliation of Accounts – to consider and agree on bank reconciliation with the bank  
Statements 
The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the Reconciliation of Accounts 

8.3 Budget Monitoring for July 2024/25 – to consider any overspends 
The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the End of Year Budget Monitoring 

 8.4 Invoices for payment – to consider invoices for payment itemised and the payment schedule sheet 
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   The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the July payment schedule 

8.5 Internal Audit Action Plan – to consider and agree to the recommendations for 2024/25 
 The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the recommendations for the Internal Audit 

Plan. 

9. Parish Matters 
9.1  Environment Agency – Cllr Blake reported: no update – The Environment Agency came the other 

day to clean out the brook and cut down some of the reeds and will be returning in September. 
9.2 Allotments – Clerk reported: All plots have been filled and new tenancy agreements will be going 

out sometime in August ready for September. 
9.3 Flooding – Cllr Blake reported: no update 
9.4 Bicester Police Rural Resilience Group – Cllr Ford reported: Cllr Ford was able to speak with TVP 

about setting up a speed watch for Wendlebury Parish Council. Cllr Ford will be coordinating this 
over the summer to have everything in place by September. The council will need to acquire a speed 
gun, and Cllr Ford will identify the best model and arrange for the Clerk to make the purchase in 
time for September. 

9.6 Church Contribution – to consider uplift on the yearly amount given to them 
 As per our last meeting, the council agreed not to increase the funds. The clerk should write back to 

confirm this decision with the church. 
9.7 Weston-on-the green private club parachute jumping – to acknowledge the concern of another 

club 
Councillor Blake attended a presentation evening for a private club parachute jumping event held at 
Weston-On-The-Green. After the meeting, Councillor Blake sent an email to the Planning 
Department inquiring about whether they had obtained planning permission for the event. The 
planning department responded with the following reply:It is difficult to determine if there will be a 
change of use of the site, as it does depend on how it operates, where from etc. If it is deemed not 
to require planning permission, and there is a noise issue, then our Environmental Health 
department will be able to investigate. 
If they do start operating in August, you can make a report to our enforcement team using the 
following link: https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/115/planning-process/169/planning-
enforcement/2 
Cllr Gemma Coton asked for the email to be sent to her. 
ACTION: Clerk to send the email which the planning department sent back 
The WPC will oppose the adventure due to the excessive noise and its impact on the residents, who 
will be disturbed throughout the weekend. 
 

10. Highways 
10.1 SE Relief Road – no update 
10.2 Safer Wendlebury – See section 9.4 
10.3 Traffic Calming – update – note circulated before meeting to all councillors 
 Cllr Blake reported: The Chair and Clerk had a meeting with Tritax on 19th July regarding the traffic 

calming elements required for Wendlebury Parish Council. Tritax has confirmed that they are 
waiting for OCC to cost up the designs. Once this has been done, they will have further discussions 
with Wendlebury Parish Council to start moving this project forward. 

 

11. Planning – to consider all recent Applications received from Cherwell District Council detailed below and 

any other Planning Applications submitted between the circulation of this Agenda and the meeting: 
11.1 Siemens – received email update 

Invoice Payments for - July 2023July 2024

Invoice 

Number Cheque No: Payee Reason Budget Minutes Ref: Amount Agreed Powers

1 000043 Wendlebury Village Hall Grant for Play Equipment Play Equipment Ref:20/24 £5,000.00

2 000044 Zurich Insurance
PC Yearly insurance for 1 June 24- 31 

May 25
Insurance Ref:20/24 £301.94

3 000045 Parish Online Website and email set up Website Ref:20/24 £258.00

4 000046 Sarah Kearney Clerk Salary Salary Ref:20/24 £747.60

5 000047 HMRC HMRC HMRC Ref:20/24 £167.40

6 000048 Sarah Kearney Stamps Admin Cost Ref:20/24 £6.80

£6,481.74Total of payments

https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/115/planning-process/169/planning-enforcement/2
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/115/planning-process/169/planning-enforcement/2
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11.1a Potential Traffic Calming Measures –  
As per section 10.3 

 11.2  Local Plan 2040 – Wendlebury has responded, which can be viewed on the below website link 
  – See section 5 

11.3 Puy Du Foc Development in Bucknell – Councillors are happy to support Bucknell on this planning 
application. Wendlebury Parish Council is concerned that the infrastructure will not be addressed 
correctly. 

   
Planning Applications New: - to note 
11.4 24/01143/F – Wendlebury Park Farm, Wendlebury Road, Chesterton, OX25 2PE - Change of use of 

vacant land presently used for ad hoc storage to provide additional external B2/B8 storage area.  
No Objection – from all councillors at the meeting after it was explained to what will be 
happening. 

Planning Applications Pending: - to note 
11.5 24/01531/F - The Plough House, Main Street, Wendlebury, OX25 2PS - conversion of existing 

garages into new home office and gym – No objection  
11.6 23/01292/F – Dairy Cottage, Main Street, Wendlebury, Bicester, OX25 2PR – Variation of Condition 

2 (plans) of 21/01664/F – revised plans – No Objection 
24/01107/F – 13 St Giles Close, Wendlebury, OX25 2PZ – Single storey extension to side – No 
Objection 

11.7  24/00605/F - The Bungalow, Oxford Road, Wendlebury, Bicester, OX25 2PT - Conversion of a 
double garage and garden store into the dwelling (granted under app. No. 20/00532/F) and 
alteration of first-floor window to existing dwelling - Objection as this conversion hasn’t been 
built. 

11.8 23/02715/REM - Land North Of Bicester Avenue Garden Centre, Oxford Road, Bicester, Reserved 
matters approval for 23/01080/OUT - Details of access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale 
relating to the proposed development of a Class E(g)(i) (formerly B1(a)) office/commercial 
building and associated development, plus associated car parking 

 

 Planning Application Decisions: – to note 
 
14.  Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda were 

decisions are not required. 
• The Rural Service – Circulated each week 

• TPO – Orchard House Trees 

• Flood Risk Management funding 

• Ian Corking update – Circulated 19/04/24 

• Community First Newsletter – Circulated 19/4/24 

• Community First Newsletter – circulated 19/04/24 

• Health Watch – circulated 28/05/24 

• Tree Playground – email 

• CDC Levy (CIL) consultation close 28th August – circulated 11/07/24 

• OCC Newsletter – circulated 11/07/24 

 
  
 Date of next meeting – Thursday 5th September 2024 at 7.00 pm - Wendlebury Village Hall  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 


